Spirituality

What is Spirituality?

Spirituality is the act of being fully human by revealing ourselves, our relationships with others, with
beauty and the beyond and doing so through love.

Spirituality is at the very heart of our school. Opportunities to explore spiritual development are not
planned, they occur naturally in everyday life. The potential is there for us to be transformed by
these moments in taking us from the country of the body to the land of the spirit.

Spirituality is woven through the fabric of the school. Children are given the space to wonder and
ask questions; to imagine a better world and to think of ways of making it better; to develop the life
skills to live with mystery — knowing there are not always answers to questions and that that is ok.

The language we use to define spirituality is not child-friendly, so when talking to children about it
we will refer to:

= being the people we are created to be — to know deep down that we are loved.

= Loving others and being kind and allowing others to love us

= Developing a sense of awe and wonder — to give opportunities for children to experience the
‘Wows’ of life (things that are amazing) and the ‘Ohs’ of life (things that are not right and
bring us up short.

=  Caring for nature and living things

= Exploring beyond what we can see and reflecting upon who God is.

Mission Statement
We believe in God the father and salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

We thank God for his unconditional love towards us and attempt to reflect such love and kindness
throughout our school.

We seek to go ‘the extra mile’ with our children, our families, our staff and our community.
(Matthew 5:41)

We are committed to achieving academic excellence with all our children and to removing any
barriers to learning.

We ask for God’s guidance, protection and blessing on this place and give him the glory for all the
wonders he performs here.

Aims to develop in each child:

= Asense of self-worth stemming from the recognition that they are created in the image of
God.

= Asense of being in relationship with others and a growing understanding of what it means
to belong to a community.

=  Aninvolvement with others in the wider world and an appreciation of difference and
diversity.



A response to the distinctive ethos of a Church school and the content, language and
symbolism of the Christian faith as a way of understanding our meaning and purpose in life.
A willingness to explore Christian beliefs and values through a knowledge of Bible stories
and Christian teaching so that these might become a firm foundation for life.

The ability to reflect upon experiences of awe, compassion, beauty etc.

The ability to realize that experiences of disappointment, failure and loss can be occasions
for spiritual growth and development

A capacity to value the natural world and a commitment to care for creation

A willingness to explore the ultimate questions and mysteries of life.

Approaches

In our school we seek to find ways in which all areas of the curriculum can contribute to
children’s spiritual development, acknowledging that each child’s spiritual development will
be unique and developed through different pathways. We will highlight opportunities for
these in our planning.

We seek to foster spiritual capacities, eg. imagination, insight and empathy.

We provide opportunities to respond to the world around us.

We allow children the opportunity to explore and express feelings and emotions.

We provide opportunities for prayer including silence and solitude.

We will help children to stand against the broken things of the world and to challenge
injustice wherever they see it.

We give opportunities for mindfulness, meditation, stillness and contemplation.

We share feelings and experiences that foster hope and joy, reassurance and
encouragement.

We enable children to celebrate and to provide opportunities of playfulness and curiosity.
We encourage children to develop relationships based on the Christian values of love,
forgiveness and service to others — to enable kindness to flourish in our school.

We use rituals and symbols to connect children with the Christian tradition.

We encourage children to ask big questions, to consider their place within the world and to
think deeply.

We seek to foster multisensory opportunities.

We enable children to make the links between biblical values, the life of the school and the
wider community.

Monitoring and Evaluation

Opportunities offered to children for Spiritual Development will be monitored and evaluated in the
following ways:

Monitoring of lesson plans and teaching and learning by subject
leaders/SLT/headteacher/governors.

Audit of policies and schemes of work.

Regular discussion at staff and governor meetings.

Sharing of classroom work and practice.

Evidence from pupils’ work, e.g. big questions.

Regular inclusion in SEF.
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What is the balance between ‘being’ and ‘doing’?

In what ways are learners encouraged to ‘never stop asking questions’? Finally, to summarise, our
task as inspectors is to consider: How deep does this go and how long will it last?

9 Sacred pathways

Naturalists (loving God outdoors)

Activists (loving God through confrontation)
Thinkers (loving God with the mind)

Caregivers (loving God by loving others)
Contemplatives (loving God through adoration)
Ascetics (simplicity and solitude)

Sensates (senses)

Traditionalists (ritual and symbol)

Enthusiasts (celebration and mystery)

Ask each member of staff to consider which spiritual temperaments they provide for most and least?
You might consider a ‘continuum line’ in a staff meeting from ‘most to least’, take each
temperament and discuss together. You may want to focus on one aspect of school life such as the
curriculum, pedagogy or collective worship.



