
Our Curriculum

Beeston Hill St Luke’s
C of E Primary School

Through going the ‘extra mile’, our vision 
is to bring God’s ‘colour’ into the lives of 

all in our school community and to 
‘colour’ with them the world around us.

Our Vision



The Beeston Hill St Luke’s Primary School Curriculum

Our Curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong fascination and 

curiosity about God’s world, and a kindness towards all of  His 

children. We hope to encourage children to have a genuine thirst 

for learning which will continue for the rest of  their lives. 

This is predominantly achieved through creating readers for life, 

but it is also our intention in every area of  the curriculum. Please 

see each subject in more detail below:

How do we achieve our intentions?
Reading for pleasure and digital literacy are encouraged at 

every opportunity. 

Kindness is demonstrated in every interaction.

Children are surrounded by specialists who are passionate about

the subjects they teach.

‘Going the extra mile’ is at the very heart of  St Luke’s.

As a result:

School is a calm and happy place where pupils demonstrate 

outstanding behaviour.

A very stable school community with exceptional staff  retention.

Individual pupil progress is prioritised and barriers to learning

are removed.

Parent, pupil and staff  feedback is extremely positive.



Special Educational Needs

We have many children with a range of  additional needs and 

we strive to ensure that all children are included in all of  our 

provision.

We have a Resourced Provision called The Oasis for children 

with complex needs. Please see here for further information 

regarding The Oasis.

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/parents/resource-provision/


Special Educational Needs

We hold firm to the principles that pupils with SEND need and 

have the right to quality teaching and learning and that their 

needs must be accommodated in school. Pupils with SEND 

may be more vulnerable and the upmost care is taken to make 

sure that these pupils are safe and making progress.

The SENCO supports teachers to adapt curriculum planning to 

meet the needs of  pupils in their class, and the pupils in the 

Oasis follow a bespoke curriculum to meet their specific 

individual needs. Please see the link below to see more 

detailed planning for pupils with SEND.

For more detail about our SEN curriculum, click here

Many of  our children in school need 

extra support and this is provided 

through an extensive range of  

strategies and resources. Our SENCO, 

Michelle Palmer, oversees the 

provision for children with additional 

needs. 

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-Oasis-Curriculum.pdf


Pupils are introduced to pre-reading skills in Nursery and Reception by 

sharing stories, learning songs and rhymes and taking books home. 

Children are regularly engaged in predicting and sequencing activities, 

along with vocabulary enrichment through regular discussion and 

conversations. Listen to some of our teachers sharing stories with their 

class.

Reading
The Literacy Curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity for language and 
communication. Reading is at the heart of the 
curriculum with the aim of creating readers for life.

Library competition winners choosing 

their books at a local book shop
The library is at the centre of  the 

school

Miskin (Read, Write, Inc) is the scheme used to teach phonics and this is 

introduced during the Early Years. It is essential that children learn to 

decode as quickly and as early as possible so a comprehensive and 

systematic approach is adopted in Key Stage 1.

The Phonic Screening Check at the end of Year 1 measures pupils’ 

phonological awareness. Any children who do not pass the check are 

carefully monitored in Year 2 where further interventions are provided 

to ensure all pupils (with the exception of  some SEN children) pass the 

Phonic Check before moving into Key Stage 2. We aim for pupils to read 

independently and fluently by the end of Year 2. For more detail about 

the Phonics curriculum, click here. 

Phonics

Reading for pleasure is one of the main aims of  our reading provision. 

The library is at the heart of  the school and children access the library 

as part of  their literacy lessons. The library is funded appropriately to 

allow for a ‘librarian’ and a full range of  exciting and Informative 

literature. The ‘librarian’ arranges regular library competitions to inspire 

the children and ignite their passion for reading.

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/parents/school-closure/story-time/
https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/parents/school-closure/story-time/
https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/parents/phonics/
https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/parents/phonics/


Guided Reading sessions across 

school provide an opportunity to 

practise decoding, share a text with 

peers and to discuss themes and 

conventions. All children are asked to 

read at home to support the guided 

reading sessions. A further guided 

reading session is used to teach 

elements of punctuation and 

grammar to ensure children 

understand why these elements are 

important.

Reading

Click here for more detail about reading

A weekly ‘Book Talk’, established 

several years ago, serves to ‘hook’ 

the children into new literature. The 

beautiful ‘Book Talk’ chair is moved 

into the hall and a different new 

book is discussed each week in each 

Key Stage and Phase. A copy of  the 

current 'Book Talk' book is passed 

around the classes along with a 

spare copy for the library.

DEAR Time

Every day, all pupils ‘Drop 

Everything And Read’. Teachers 

read to their classes for 15-20 

minutes each day to ensure 

that, whatever else happens in 

the sometimes crazy business 

of  school life, the essential is 

still happening.

Grammar is taught 

through both the reading 

and the writing tasks. It is 

essential that children 

understand the purposes 

and effects of  grammar 

rather than simply 

learning a set of rules.

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Literacy-Section.pdf


Writing

Pupils are taught handwriting and spelling from an early age. 

Pupils are taught the secretarial skills required for writing as 

early as possible to ‘free up’ their creative writing skills. Many 

pupils struggle to spell accurately alongside 

composition so spelling aids are encouraged 

during the writing activities. We use resources

from Spelling Shed.

The transcription skills of  handwriting and 

spelling are the main emphasis in Key Stage 1. 

Once children have acquired these basic skills, 

they are ready to attempt independent 

composition and to write for a range of  different 

purposes.  

We use a three week writing cycle where children 

are exposed to quality examples of  writing 

through their reading and provided with the 

support to draft their initial attempts. Teachers 

provide whole class feedback and time is then 

allowed for children to re-draft and publish their 

work in their ‘Purple Books’. 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/


We recognise that the ability to speak and listen effectively are key 

life skills. We aim to prioritise these skills across the curriculum and 

throughout the day. Providing opportunities to practise speaking 

and listening is vital, alongside helping pupils improve their clarity, 

audibility and confidence. Our Oracy Leader, Debs Davis, has 

established speaking rules across school and time is being planned 

in lesson to develop speaking and listening skills. We encourage all 

the children to greet adults, to make eye contact and to ask 

questions as we very much hope that our children will leave St 

Luke’s able to engage and communicate well throughout the rest of  

their lives.

Oracy

Click here for more detail about oracy

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Oracy.pdf


Maths

We currently use the Numicon scheme of  work for Maths. The learning 

journey starts in Nursery and in Reception and continues through the 

years to Year 6. Our Maths lessons are sequenced so that they build 

upon pupils’ prior knowledge and skills. Careful planning and 

preparation ensure that throughout the school children engage in:

Practical 

activities and 

games using a 

variety of  

resources

Problem 

solving to 

challenge 

thinking

Individual, 

paired, group 

and whole-class 

learning and 

discussions

Purposeful 

practice, where 

time is given 

to apply their 
learning

The purpose of  mathematics in our school is to develop:

Capability and 

confidence in 

using and 

applying 

mathematical 

knowledge, 

concepts and 

skills

Positive 

attitudes 

towards 

mathematics 

and awareness 

of the relevance 

of mathematics 

in the real 

world

An ability to 

solve 

problems, to 

reason, to 

think logically, 

and to work 

systematically 

and 

accurately

Creativity and 

motivation to 

work both 

independently 

and in 

cooperation 

with others

Confidence when 

talking about 

maths whereby 

the children can 

discuss different 

strategies, share 

their ideas and 

learn from 

mistakes

The maths curriculum is designed to inspire a life-
long fascination and curiosity about numbers and 
to equip every pupil with the skills to investigate 
and solve problems for the rest of their lives.

In EYFS, the children have both teacher-led and independent jobs which 

focus on number, shape and patterns. In The Oasis and The Learning 

Den, children follow Numicon planning at a pace that is appropriate to 

their needs. 



Maths

Through our creative approach to teaching and learning, we seek 

to explore and utilise further opportunities to use and apply 

mathematics across all subject areas. Children with special 

educational needs across school are supported to access maths 

using the Numicon approach. We link the Numicon programme with 

the DFE non-statutory Guidance for Mathematics to ensure the 

children have the necessary skills needed to progress to the next 

levels. We use the Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract approach to 

support the teaching of  maths in every phase in school.

Our school is part of  the Leeds Maths Hub. We work with specialists 

from the NCETM who impart their expertise in the teaching of  the 

Mastery approach. Their 5 Big Ideas are an integral part of  our 

teaching in school. The Numicon approach supports these ideas, and 

staff  are regularly provided with CPD to ensure that they have access 

to relevant and up-to-date knowledge regarding the teaching of  maths. 

We want our children to be confident in all areas of  maths and have the 

resilience to see a problem through to its conclusion.

To see the full Maths programme, click here

Maths displays are in place in each classroom to support the 

children with their learning and with their resilience. Through the 

‘Pupil Voice’ information we gather, pupils say that they regularly 

refer to them and find them helpful.

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Maths.pdf


Science

We follow the National Curriculum for Science 

using a scheme called Snap Science provided 

by Collins. Not only does this scheme allow us 

to effectively teach pupils, it does so in a very practical way. 

Science should be fun for pupils and allow them to access 

lessons and experiments which require them to get ‘hands 

on’ in science. Lessons are adapted by staff  depending on 

the needs of the children.

“Equipped with his five senses, man explores the universe around him 
and calls the adventure Science.” – Edwin Powell Hubble-

Science, however, is not just limited to the classroom lessons; we 

also provide a Science Club for pupils as well as trips and visitors 

to school which have a Science focus. This aids us in making 

Science an engaging experience for the pupils.

Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b
Light Living Things + 

Habitats
Earth and 
beyond

Electricity Animals and 
Humans

Properties and 
changes of materials

Animals and 
Humans

Forces and magnets Living Things + 
Habitats

Properties and 
changes of 
materials

Evolution Everything Changes

An example of curriculum coverage for Year 5/6

The science curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong 
fascination and curiosity for understanding the world through 
scientific disciplines. We aim to equip our pupils with the 
understanding that science is essential for the future prosperity 
of the world.



Science

Teachers are key to creating a science-literate society. Our 

teachers inspire pupils to think more scientifically. In school 

we use Reach Out CPD to enhance teacher understanding of  

key concepts which are taught across school. This program, 

which has been developed by Imperial College London, 

allows our staff  to confidently and accurately teach the 

science curriculum.

Pupils use equipment, such as iPads and sensors, and skills 

brought over from the Computing curriculum to enhance 

their learning. Not just observing science but filming, 

recording and analysing their experiments. Mathematical 

skills are also reinforced in Science in the way data is 

recorded and presented.

Pupils also take part in lessons which help to develop not just their 

understanding in science, but also develop a real love for the subject. 

Pupils work collaboratively on projects which are designed to inspire 

them to take their enthusiasm for the subject further. 

For more detail about our Science curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Science.pdf


Our Computing Curriculum is designed to equip our pupils with the 

necessary skills to be successful in life. At the heart of  our Computing 

delivery, pupils are given the opportunity to develop their 

communication and problem-solving skills which are transferable 

skills in the professional world. These skills are developed through a 

range of  learning outcomes, such as talking stories, photo editing, 

pupil surveys and coding projects. Pupils are encouraged to work 

collaboratively with their peers, a skill which is sought after in any 

professional environment. 

We use NCCE’s scheme of work for Computing, however 

some of  these units have been adapted so that there are 

logical, cross-curricular links to the learning already 

taking place in each year group. Our Computing lessons 

are sequenced so that they build upon pupils’ prior 

knowledge and skills. Throughout all age groups, lessons 

are delivered by a Computing specialist who ensures our 

pupils always receive a consistently high level of  

teaching.

Computing

Pupils with special educational needs 

are supported through differentiated 

planning and outcomes. The 

Computing Curriculum is designed so 

that all pupils can access the learning 

at an appropriate level for them. 

iPads, Sphero Bolts, BBC MicroBits 

and other programmable tools offer 

the chance for all pupils to take an 

active role in their learning.

The computing curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity about Computing 
and to equip pupils with the skills to become digitally 
literate within a constantly changing world.



Computing

We expose our pupils to a wide range of software at St Luke’s, 

such as Microsoft Outlook, Microsoft Office, Microsoft 

PowerPoint and Scratch. We have invested in iPads throughout 

school, allowing us to provide each pupil in KS2 their own 

device. Children in KS1 can work together on shared iPads. 

Our staff  and pupils are engaged in rich online 

safety discussions each term, focusing on age-

related issues that our pupils will be able to 

relate to. These involve topics such as in-app 

purchases, trusted adults, cyber bullying, screen 

time and digital footprints. These discussions and 

the activities around these lessons help to raise a 

generation of  responsible and competent users 

of  technology. These key messages are reinforced 

during our annual Safer Internet Day celebration.

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Autumn 

1
Computing systems 

and networks – 

Connecting 

computers

Computing systems 
and networks – The 

Internet

Computing systems 
and networks – 

Sharing information

Computing systems 
and networks – 

Communication

Autumn 
2

Creating media – 
Animation

Creating media – 
Audio editing

Creating media – 
Vector drawing

Creating media – 3D 
Modelling

Spring 1 Creating media – 
Desktop publishing

Creating media – 
Photo editing

Creating media – 
Video editing

Creating media – Web 
page creation

Spring 2 Data and 
information – 

Branching 

databases

Data and information 
– Data logging

Data and 
information – Flat-

file databases

Data and information – 
Spreadsheets

Summer 
1

Programming A – 
Sequence in music

Programming A – 
Repetition in shapes

Programming A – 
Selection in 

physical computing

Programming A – 
Variables in games

Summer 
2

Programming B – 
Events and actions

Programming B – 
Repetition in games

Programming B – 
Selection in quizzes

Programming B – 
Sensing

An overview of the subjects covered for KS2 in Computing

For more detail about our Computing curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/ComputingNEw.pdf


Trips and Visitors

We recognise the importance of  our children learning about the 

wider world and support our curriculum learning with many trips and 

visitors to school. Pupils in EYFS will have an annual trip to support 

their curriculum development, and pupils in Years 1-6 will participate 

in at least one trip or visitor to school every half  term.  

This system ensures that our pupils will experience at least 37 trips 

or visitors during their time at St Luke's. We appreciate that parents 

would be unable to fund the extent of  our trip provision and 

therefore we subsidise every trip using the school budget and limit 

the cost to parents by £5 per trip. We feel the trips are essential in 

developing the children's wider knowledge and comprehension skills. 

Click here to see more pictures from our trips.

Geography field trip Restaurant visit Residential

Inter-faith panel Apple Store field trip

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/trips/


Trips and Visitors

Visit from Ping Pong Pete Map skills

Art visit to The Tetley Compass skills

Building community links We were visited by the vikings



RE

Understanding the impact – examining how and why people put their 

beliefs into action in diverse ways, within their everyday lives, within their 

communities and in the wider world.

Making connections – reasoning about, reflecting on, evaluating and 

connecting the concepts, beliefs and practices studied; allowing pupils to 

challenge ideas and the ideas to challenge pupils’ thinking; discerning 

possible connections between these ideas and pupils’ own lives and ways 

of  understanding the world.

At St Luke’s we follow the Leeds & York Diocesan Syllabus for 

Religious Education. This syllabus was designed in collaboration 

with national leaders in RE and promotes broad and rich learning 

in RE through three core elements:

Making sense of belief – identifying and making sense of  core religious 

and non-religious concepts and beliefs; understanding what these beliefs 

mean within their traditions; recognising how and why sources of authority 

are used, expressed and interpreted in different ways, and developing skills 

of  interpretation.

The RE curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong wonder and 
curiosity about the beliefs of people around the world and, in 
particular, to learn about Christianity as a living faith that 
influences people worldwide.



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Special Places

What makes

some places

sacred to

believers?

Incarnation

(Digging 

Deeper)

Why does

Christmas

matter to

Christians?

Gospel

What is the

good news that

Jesus brings?

Salvation

(Digging 

Deeper)

Why does

Easter matter

to Christians?

Islam

(Digging 

Deeper)

Who is a Muslim

and what do

they believe?

Our World

How should we

care for our

world and for

others, and

why does it

matter?

RE

In addition to Christianity, the RE curriculum includes 

teaching on the major world faiths of Islam, Judaism, 

Hinduism and Sikhism. Pupils also encounter thematic 

units which enable them to compare and contrast 

different beliefs and religious practices. These units are 

planned using the Diocesan syllabus.

An overview of  the subjects covered for Year 2 in RE

As a Church of  England school, we place a great emphasis on the 

teaching of Christianity in line with the expectations of the 

Diocesan syllabus – we use the Understanding Christianity scheme 

as recommended.  This enables pupils to develop an overall 

understanding of  Christianity, learning key stories and texts from 

the Bible, learning about the outworking of Christian faith and 

building on prior learning to make connections between units as 

they move through the year groups.

For more detail about our RE curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/RE.pdf


At St Luke’s we aim to inspire our children through physical activity and 

sport. We believe in a well-balanced curriculum which not only 

enhances skills, but also a curiosity and a desire to participate. Positive 

participation in physical education will enable children to build self-

esteem, confidence, resilience, teamwork and positive attitudes towards 

leading a healthy and an active life beyond our setting.

Using the Sport Premium, we have formed a local partnership 

with The Hunslet Club, who deliver extra physical education 

sessions within school. This partnership signposts children to 

a local provider where they can further their participation and 

play sport outside school. Other local partnerships include: 

Hunslet RLFC, South Leeds Lakers and DAZL.

PE
The P.E curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong participation in physical activity and 
sport, instilling values such as resilience, 
teamwork and promoting a healthy lifestyle.



PE

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Football Gymnastics 

(Hunslet 

Club)

Dance Hockey Outdoor 

adventure 

(orienteering)

Athletics

Example of the PE Curriculum in Year 5/6

We all know that 'exercise is good for you', and at St Luke's we take 

part in the Daily Mile every day. The curriculum is enhanced for 

children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 to benefit from the wide 

variety of  health and wellbeing associated with this daily exercise. As 

a result of  Covid 19, such an activity has never been so valuable. 

For more detail about our PE curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/PE.pdf


We have chosen to teach Spanish because it is a widely spoken 

language around the world (572 million people) which our pupils 

are likely to experience in their lives and has a multitude of  cultures 

and customs to explore and learn from. Our specialist teacher, 

Monica Lillywhite, is a native Spanish speaker who loves her 

language and culture and goes the extra mile to communicate this 

by making sure that the children have a real understanding of  the 

Spanish speaking world adding personal anecdotes, funny traditions 

and pointing out contrasts between cultures in her lessons. We 

follow the language scheme of  La Jollie Ronde as the base for the 

lessons and include songs, games and interactive activities.

Spanish
The MFL curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity about the 
Spanish language and to develop a confidence 
to communicate in a new language.

Spanish is also linked across school. The children have explored 

Spanish speaking artists like Frida Khalo, Pablo Picasso and Salvador 

Dali in Art. They ‘travel’ to South America with ‘The Boy who Bikes 

the World’, the text they read in Literacy and Geography in Year 

5/6.  They have had a visitor, Tania Cusan, to give them a Salsa 

dancing lesson and take part in their very own carnival and pupils 

have also made and cooked arepas for DT and tasted delicious 

Bocadillos made from Guavas as part of  the experience in Literacy 

as well as a visit to a Latin American food restaurant.



Our Christmas song in Spanish has become an annual tradition 

and a source of  great pride for the children, and at Easter, a 

prayer in Spanish features in our school service. Our Spanish 

book section in the school library is full of  familiar stories that 

the children can borrow to take home. We also celebrate an 

annual Spanish Day at school where everyone gets involved to 

learn and teach each other about the different countries and 

cultures in the Spanish speaking world.

Spanish

Year 3
Year 

4

Spanish Curriculum Road Map Overview

Year 6

Year 7

KS1

Speaking Listening Reading Writing

I can repeat and 

pronounce words 
correctly.

I can understand a 
few familiar 

spoken words and 
sounds.

I can recognise and 

read out a few 
familiar words and 

sounds.

I can access words 
and to answer 

simple questions.

I can understand a 
range of familiar 

spoken phrases.

I can recognise, read 

and correctly sound  
out familiar words 

and sounds in a 

sentence.

I can say/repeat a 

few words and 
short simple 

phrases.

I can answer 

simple questions 

and talk about 
my interests.

I can understand 

and identify 
familiar words in 

spoken phrases or 
songs.I can read out and 

correctly 

pronounce a 
short, simple 

paragraph.

I can speak in 
sentences, using 

familiar vocabulary, 
phrases and basic 

language structures.

I can understand 
the main points and 

some of the detail 
from a short spoken 

passage.

I can understand 

the main points and 

some of the detail 
from a short written

text.

I can fill in the 
words on a simple 

form.

I can say/repeat a 

few words and 
short simple 

phrases.
I can write a short 

text on a familiar 

topic, adapting 
language which I 

have already 
learned.

I love Spanish and 
feel confident 

enough to use my 
skills in future 
opportunities.

For more detail about our Spanish curriculum, click here

https://www.bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Spanish-Skills-Progression.pdf


Art takes up a huge space in most children’s hearts and at 

St Luke’s we acknowledge this and we try to include it into 

their school life. The Art curriculum has a fantastic 

flexibility to let us adapt the subject to different topics 

which can be linked to other subjects around the 

curriculum following some simple guidelines that develop 

skills, creativity, and artistic knowledge.

Art
The Art curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong love for art which encourages the 
expression of ideas and critical thinking.

The children develop their skills by learning, painting, 

collage, sculpture, weaving, drawing, printing, cutting, 

sewing, and many more techniques. They also learn 

vocabulary relevant to the project and explore different 

historical and current art movements as well as mediums and 

materials. We know that progression is not linear, so all work 

is valued and recorded and not marked. However, to 

encourage children’s progress and creativity, we observe 

children while they work and capture moments where they 

evaluate effectively, use the language of  art and design, 

collaborate well, and make creative decisions.



Art at St Luke’s is taught in different settings. In the classroom, each 

year group chooses a half  term to focus on an artist, crafts person or 

designer to explore and be inspired by. From there a project is created, 

learning a specific technique, art vocabulary and opportunities to 

develop previously learned skills furthermore

Art

We are incredibly blessed to have our very own art room at 

school.  Mrs Lillywhite, our specialist teacher is a working artist herself  

and is in charge of  bringing groups of  children into the art room 

where they spend a day working on a larger art project and learning 

new skills, techniques and exploring new artists. Every pupil at St 

Luke’s visits the Art Room.

For more detail about our Art curriculum, click here

https://www.bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Art-Skills-Progression.pdf


History

The history curriculum at St Luke’s is designed to provide 

children with a strong foundation and overview of  important 

historical events, both locally, nationally and worldwide. We 

seek to provide our children with the knowledge and skills 

needed to make connections between historical events and 

how these impact our lives today. St Luke’s history curriculum 

has a strong emphasis on the skills of  discussion and enquiry; 

it is our goal to provide children with the vocabulary, 

questioning and language skills needed in order to articulate 

their knowledge effectively.

As the site of  our school is based on an area of particular 

local historical interest, it was a workhouse; we seek to use 

this as a springboard into developing children’s understanding 

of  past events and how they link with the present day. Indeed, 

we aim to begin children’s historical journey by presenting 

evidence and artefacts from the area and teaching them how 

to work as ‘historians’.

The history curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity about the past 
and how it has changed our lives both in Britain 
and the wider world.



History

History is brought to life at St Luke’s through discussion and 

investigation, local experts, artefacts and resources such as 

photographs and story. We place considerable significance on 

impactful history trips where children can experience the 

perspective of  historical peoples and events. For example, 

children visit Murton Park to become Stone Age people in year 

3/4 and role play events in key stage 1.

KS1 Curriculum progression map

For more detail about our History curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/History.pdf


We aim for all children to develop a genuine interest in 

geography and a real sense of  curiosity about the world and 

the people who live here so that they develop a desire to find 

out more about the world or explore it themselves. 

These are an integral part of  our curriculum as children continually 

revisit these concepts to secure a deeper understanding of  the 

World.

Geography

In EYFS children learn about 

places through first-hand 

experiences of where they live 

and go to school, places they 

have visited and by finding out 

about the experiences of 

others.  Settings in stories and 

non-fiction in this country and 

other countries broadens their 

understanding of  the 

world.  Children explore simple 

maps both real and imaginary.

In KS1 and KS2 children investigate a 

range of places – both in Britain and 

abroad – to help develop their 

knowledge and understanding of  the 

Earth’s physical and human 

processes. We are committed to 

providing all children with 

opportunities to investigate and 

make enquiries about their local area 

of Beeston, Leeds and Yorkshire so 

that they can develop a real sense of 

who they are, their heritage and 

what makes our local area unique 

and special.

The geography curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity about the world 
and its people.



“The study of  geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about 

understanding the complexity of  our world, appreciating the diversity of  cultures that 

exists across continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that knowledge to help 

bridge divides and bring people together.” Barack Obama.

Geography

Through high quality teaching, we aim to develop the following 

essential characteristics of geographers:

• A knowledge of  where places are and what they are like, both in Britain and 

the wider world

• A comprehensive understanding of  the ways in which places are 

interdependent and interconnected

• A base of  geographical knowledge and vocabulary

• An understanding in geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning 

skills

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings

• Excellent fieldwork skills as well as other geographical aptitudes and 

techniques

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge 

and understanding about current issues in society and the environment

For more detail about our Geography curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Geography.pdf


We use the National

Curriculum as our guide and

have designed a curriculum

with a focus on singing,

playing musical instruments,

composing and listening.

Beginning in Early Years,

children are encouraged to

use their voices expressively

by singing Nursery Rhymes

and counting songs. This continues into Key Stage 1, singing topic 

related and action songs, towards Key Stage 2, where pupils are able to 

sing expressively in unison and in different vocal parts. Our School 

Choir presents opportunities for pupils to engage with our outside 

community whilst performing competently for our elderly neighbours.

Music
The music curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity about high 
quality music and to develop self-confidence and 
critical engagement as a performer and/or listener

To develop their talent as musicians, pupils will begin to play 

un-tuned instruments, such as djembe drums, and tuned 

instruments, such as chime bars and ukuleles for a range of  

musical pieces. Key Stage 2 pupils will be expected to play with 

increasing confidence and control. Year 3 pupils will learn the 

ukulele as a whole class and have the opportunity to develop 

this further during after school music clubs (ukulele club and 

beat band). Pupils are given the chance to learn the clarinet 

and to play in ensembles. 



Music

Pupils with special educational needs are actively encouraged to express 

themselves through music, particularly where communication is more 

difficult. Music helps to forge a feeling of  togetherness and community. The 

Music curriculum is designed so that all pupils can learn at an appropriate 

level for them. Opportunities are provided for listening to and responding 

physically to music through movement and gesture and the multi-sensory 

aspect of  holding and playing musical instruments is beneficial.

For more detail about our Music curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Music.pdf


Design and 

Technology

Starting in Nursery and throughout the Early Years, designing, 

making and representing their own ideas plays an important 

role in children’s development of  skills at St Luke’s. We aim to 

continue to nurture our children’s creativity throughout their 

time at our school whilst also developing practical skills that 

they can use in later life.

At St Luke’s, our design and technology curriculum topics 

teach the key skills of  designing, making and evaluating 

whilst introducing children to technical language linked to the 

subject.

The DT curriculum is designed to inspire a 
lifelong fascination and curiosity for design 
and making products in response to real and 
relevant problems.  

We link our design and technology lessons to other curriculum 

areas in order to give our children real and relevant design 

problems to solve. From moving monster toys using pneumatic 

systems that link to the text ‘Frankenstein’ to making Christmas 

decorations out of  textiles for our families, our projects develop 

children’s practical skills as well as encouraging the expression of  

ideas, resilience and problem solving.



Design and Technology

Throughout school pupils cook and prepare dishes that 

relate to topics and events that are happening in school. 

They learn to follow recipes, prepare and measure 

ingredients and evaluate their finished products.

We also have a cookery club after school and we utilise 

some of the fruits and vegetables grown during outdoor 

learning lessons in our dishes.

For more detail about our Design and Technology curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DTSkills.pdf


We support our teaching and learning through the use of  the You, Me 

and PSHE scheme. We have adapted this scheme to continue to 

address the needs of  our school community. The curriculum provides 

pupils with essential education on safeguarding issues, developing 

pupils’ awareness of  how and when to ask for help and support. It is a 

spiral curriculum and themes are revisited across the Key Stages, 

enabling children to recall and build upon previous learning in an age 

appropriate manner.

PSHE
Our PSHE curriculum aims to instil a lifelong understanding 
of pupils’ own emotional needs and those of others. 
Through showing kindness and developing safe 
relationships, we aim for our pupils to become positive, 
global citizens for the rest of their lives

Key vocabulary is used across the year groups, ensuring pupils have 

the words to express their understanding and ask questions. Ground 

rules are revisited at the start of  every lesson, allowing pupils to 

respond in a safe and supportive environment. When big media issues 

and events arise, such as acts of  terrorism, we give our school 

response to pupils to help guide them in their personal responses. 



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Summer 
1

Mental health 
and emotional 
wellbeing

Feelings

Careers, financial
capability and 
economic 
wellbeing

My money

Identity, society and 
equality

Celebrating difference

Identity, society 
and equality

Democracy

Identity, society and
Equality

Stereotypes,
discrimination and
prejudice

Careers, financial
capability and 
economic wellbeing

Borrowing and earning
Money

Summer 
2

Physical health
and wellbeing

Fun times

Physical health
and wellbeing

What keeps me 
healthy?

Careers, financial
capability and 
economic wellbeing

Saving, spending and
budgeting

Physical health
and wellbeing

What is important 
to me? What helps 
me choose?

Physical health
and wellbeing

In the media

Identity, society and
Equality

Human rights 
PREVENT

At St Luke’s we measure impact across the PSHE curriculum. 

We use assessment for learning methods in every lesson to 

monitor understanding. Pupil self  assessment opportunities 

are a key part of  our curriculum. We use the You, Me and 

PSHE pre and post-topic assessment activities to monitor 

understanding of the unit objectives, allowing teaching to 

meet the needs of  the children. Pupil voice is used to inform 

planning and give children opportunities to express their 

views. Ultimately we measure the impact of the curriculum by 

our pupils’ behaviour and attitudes towards themselves and 

others and these assessment opportunities are continuous 

and ongoing. 

PSHE

For more detail about our PSHE curriculum, click here

https://bsl.leeds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/PSHE-Skills-Progression.pdf


Outdoor Learning

We are blessed with beautiful grounds and very fortunate 
to have the skills and expertise of Mr Dallas, our part time 

Outdoor Learning teacher. All the children access Mr 
Dallas’s lessons, learning about plants, trees, sustainability, 

recycling and looking after our environment
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